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Cheadle, 

\lth  October,  1946- 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  URBAN 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CHEADLE  AND  GATLEY 

Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  healtli 
of  the  district  for  the  year  1945,  together  with  the  report  of  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  report  is  still  to  some  extent  of  an  interim  nature,  but 
as  it  is  the  first  printed  report  since  1938,  the  opportunity  has 
been  taken  to  give  figures  hitherto  unpublished  (for  security 
reasons)  and  to  repeat  other  figures  so  that  statistics  are  continuous 
in  the  printed  reports. 

The  facilities  provided  by  the  Health  Services  in  the  district 
are  also  dealt  with  in  more  detail  than  usual  and  cover  many 
provided  by  the  County  Council  so  that  the  report  can  be  used 
for  reference  purposes. 

The  vital  statistics  show  better  results  than  for  England  and 
Wales  as  a whole.  The  figures  for  maternal  mortality  show  the 
danger  of  dealing  with  small  figures  as  the  rate  per  1,000  births 
varies  from  0 to  6,  but  taken  over  the  seven  years,  there  were 
only  6 deaths  in  all.  The  Infantile  ^Mortality  for  the  year,  26  per 
1,000  births,  is  the  lowest  experienced  in  this  district. 

The  report  deals  with  matters  at  the  end  of  1945,  but  in 
commenting  on  them  in  this  introductory  letter,  I have,  where  it 
appears  important,  noted  changes  that  have  taken  place  since 
that  date. 

During  1946,  the  ambulance  facilities  have  been  altered — 
the  Council  have  definitely  decided  to  replace  one  of  the 
ambulances,  and  the  telephone  facilities  have  been  transferred  to 
the  Fire  Station  and  are  carried  on  by  the  National  Fire  Service. 
This  is  and  will  be  a very  much  improved  service. 

Under  "Hospitals — Public  and  Voluntary"  the  case  of. 
Brookfield  is  mentioned.  This  large  house  and  27  acres  of  land 
were  presented  to  the  Council  by  Mr.  Percy  H.  Shiers,  and  it  has 
been  agreed  with  the  County  Council  that  the  house  and  a portion 
of  the  land  surrounding  it  should  be  used  as  a Maternity  Home! 
This  House  is,  however,  still  " temporarily  " occupied,  as  a 
Remand  Home,  bv  thb ‘Manchester  Education  Authority,  and  in 
view  of.  the  urgent  need  for  maternity  accommodation,  it  is  most 
regrettable  that  this;  gift  should  be  diverted  for  such  a long 
period  from  the  purpose,  for  whicRdt  was  so  generously  given. 
This  proposed  Maternity  Home  is  urgently  required  for  the 
District. 


I have  not  referred  to  Open  Spaces  in  the  body  of  the  report, 
not  that  I consider  that  they  are  not  vital  to  the  fall  enjoyment 
of  health  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  but  because  I desire 
to  make  a more  comprehensive  report  in' the  ensuing  year.  The 
further  provision  during  the  year  of  some  97  acres  cannot,  however, 
be  allowed  to  pass  without  comment.  The  munificent  gift  of 
Brookfield  has  resulted  in  some  27  acres  of  park  and  open  spaces 
being  made  available  and  also  we  have  the  important  acquisition 
of  Bruntwood  Hall  as  civic  buildings,  together  with  70  aefes  of 
land,  which  provide  a further  10  acres  of  park  and  60  acres  of 
land  which  are  tobe  utilised  as  playing  fields  for  organised  games, 
and  already  lacrosse  and  football  clubs  are  taking  advantage  of 
these  facilities. 

In  Housing,  though  at  the  end  of  1945  the  first  year 
programme  given  was  the  amount  finally  approved  at  that  date, 
many  other  matters  were  under  consideration  and  have  now  been 
brought  to  a definite  decision  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  schemes  mentioned  in  the  report  have  been 
commenced. 

2.  Work  has  been  commenced  on  two  sites  comprising  84 
houses  by  agreement  with  private  builders. 

3.  Approval  to  three  schemes  similar  to  (2)  is  awaited  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  covering  82  houses. 

4.  The  Council  have  requisitioned  two  houses  for  the 
housing  of  large  families. 

5.  70  houses  have  been  completed  by  private  enterprise. 

The  milk  position  does  not  show  much  improvement  and  the 
remarks  that  I have  made  in  the  report  still  apply  with  full  force.. 

In  infectious  diseases,  there  were  no  outbreaks  of  any  kind 
requiring  comment,  except  the  high  incidence  of  measles  which 
was  a continuation  from  1944  and  happily  of  a mild  type. 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  has  remained  practically 
■constant  throughout  the  seven  years  covered  by  the  table. 

The  record  of  health  in  the  district  during  the  war  years  has^ 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  been  a good  one.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  the  population  is  becoming  more  health  conscious^ 
though  there  is  also  an  increase  in  those  who  are  becoming  disease 
conscious  and  whose  criterion  is  purely  the  prevention  of  obvious- 
disease  and  not  the  attainment  of  a higher  degree  of  health  and 
there  is  great  need  for  a new  evaluation  of  what  constitutes 
health. 
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I would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  my  colleagues  in 
other  departments  for  their  co-operation  and  help,  and  especially 
the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  to  the  staff  of  the  public  health  depart- 
ment in  undertaking  extra  work  and  being  prepared  to  carry  out 
duties  normally  extraneous  to  their  posts. 

Mr.  Dooley  has  now  left  us  and  I would  wish  to  thank  him 
for  the  assistance  he  gave  us  during  the  war  when  he  might  have- 
enjoyed  his  retirement. 


Since  1946  began  we  have  welcomed  back  Mr.  Blackhurst, 
his  years  of  captivity  in  the  hands  of  the  Japanese  have  not 
decreased  his  active  interest  and  willingness  to  help  in  every 
way  he  can.  Miss  King  was  not  so  unfortunate  in  her  wa^ 
experience,  but  we  are  glad  to  have  her  back. 

My  thanks  are  also  due  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Public  Health  Committee  for  their  help  and  understanding  in  the 
abnormal  difficulties  that  we  have  experienced  in  the  past  six 
years. 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

• C DAVID  G.  ANDERSON, 

’ ■ ' Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1945 


Staff  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

D.  G.  ANDERSON,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

T.  HAYES,  M.S.I.A.,  c.R.s.i. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector 
E.  A.  DOOLEY,  c.R.s.i. 

Both  Inspectors  hold  the  Meat  Inspector’s  certificate. 
Clerical  : 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : Miss  E.  M.  Wood. 

Mr.  Dooley  and  Miss  Wood  are  temporary  during  the  absence  of 
Mr.  Blackhurst  and  Miss  King,  who  are  on  service  in  H.M.  Forces. 

Offices  : 

Town  Hall,  Bruntwood,  Cheadle. 

(Tel.  : GATley  3241) 

SECTION  A : STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF 

THE  AREA 

The  district  is  mainly  residential  with  a few  large  factories  in 
the  North  East  corner.  The  works  are  engineering  in  character 
and  have  been  considerably  extended  during  the  war. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1939-1945 

(inclusive)  : 


-.\rea  (in  acres)  : 5,303.  Remaining  same  for  each  year. 


Registrar  General’s  Estimate  of 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

mid-year  population 

27,710 

31,280 

30,780 

29,910 

28,920 

28,770 

28,580 

Live  Births — Total 

480 

491 

512 

472 

500 

516 

460 

Legitimate 

472 

480 

397 

462 

477 

497 

434 

Illegitimate 

8 

11 

15 

10 

23 

17 

26 

Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population: 

Cheadle  & Gatley 

17.3 

15.5 

13.2 

15.8 

17.3 

17.9 

16.1 

England  & Wales  ... 

15.0 

14.6 

14.2 

15.8 

16.5 

17.6 

16.1 

Illegitimate  births  per  1,000  live 
births  : 

Cheadle  & Gatley 

16.8 

22.6 

36.9 

21.2 

46.0 

32.9 

56.5 

Still  Births  Total 

19 

21 

11 

17 

15 

17 

15 

Legitimate 

18 

21 

11 

17 

14 

16 

15 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

0 

0 

I 

1 

0 

Kate  per  1,000  poj)ulation  : 

Cheadle  & Gatley 

0.69 

0.68 

0.36 

0.57 

0.52 

0.42 

0.52 

Ihigland  & Wales 

0.59 

0.55 

0.51 

0.54 

0.51 

0.50 

0.46 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still) 
births  : 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945- 

Cheadle  & Gatley 

38.1 

41.3 

26.3 

34.8 

29.1 

23.3 

31.6 

Deaths — All  Causes 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population: 

318 

299 

310 

271 

314 

291 

299 

Cheadle  & Gatley 

1 1 .44c 

10.1c 

10.1 

9.1 

10.86 

10.1 

10.5 

England  & Wales 
(c)  Corrected  by  comparability 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ; — 

12.1 

factor. 

14.3 

12.9 

11.6 

12.1 

11.6 

11.4 

{a)  Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(V 

[b)  Other  Puerperal  Causes 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

O' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

Rate  per  1,00  (live  and  still) 
births  : 

3 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Cheadle  & Gatley 

6.0 

0 

4.8 

0 

0 

1.9 

0 

England  & Wales 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year 

2.82 
of  age  : 

2.16 

2.23 

2.01 

1.84 

1.53 

1.46 

Total 

30 

20 

19 

18 

22 

17 

12 

Legitimate... 

30 

19 

17 

17 

20 

16 

11 

Illegitimate 

Rate  per  1 ,000  corresponding 
live  births  : 

0 

1 

<> 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Total  Cheadle  & Gatley 

62 

41 

46 

38 

44 

32 

26 

England  & Wales 

50 

55 

59 

49 

49 

46 

46 

Legitimate — Cheadle  & Gatley 
Illegitimate — Cheadle  and 

63 

40 

43 

37 

42 

33 

25 

Gatley 

0 

91 

133 

100 

87 

59 

38 

DEATHS  FROM  CERTAIN  SPECIAL  CAUSES. 

Deaths  from  : — 

Cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

49 

40 

50 

42 

62 

61 

51 

Measles  (all  ages)  ... 
Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

(all  ages) ... 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

years  of  age) 

1 

2 

1 

3 

0 

3 

2 

Influenza  (all  ages) 

6 

9 

2 

3 

16 

6 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  ages) 
Tuberculosis,  Pul- 

15 

20 

17 

12 

14 

9 

7 

monary  (all  ages) 

12 

8 

12 

6 

7 

5 

12 

There  have  not  been  any  causes  of  sickness  or  invalidity  which 
have  been  specially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  these  years. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  any  conditions  of  occupation  or  environ- 
ment which  appear  to  have  had  a prejudicial  effect  on  health. 

SECTION  B : GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA  : 

(a)  Staff.  Duties  : The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  restricted 
from  private  practice,  but  holds  this  appointment  jointly  with  the 
appointments  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  Districts 
of  Alderley  Edge  and  Wilmslow.  He  is  also,  by  arrangement 
with  the  County  Council,  Clinical  Medical  Officer  to  the  Infant 
Welfare  Centres. 
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The  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  Rodent  Officer, 
Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  and  Hackney  Carriage 
Inspector. 

(b)  Laboratory  Facilities  : 

Specimens  m.a^^  be  sent  to  either  the  University  of  Manchester 
Public  Health  Laboratory  or  the  Stockport  Infinnary  Pathological 
Department. 

Exceptions  are  : — 

(a)  Virulence  Tests  : These  are  only  carried  out  at 
Manchester. 

{b)  Sputum  Tests  : These  are  carried  out  at  the  County 
Council  Laboratory,  Chester. 

(c)  W'assermann  Tests  : These  are  carried  out  under  County 
Council  arrangements  at  Manchester. 

The  costs  of  all  examinations  for  the  diphtheria  bacillus  are 
met  by  the  Council,  and  of  other  examinations  where  the  investiga- 
tion is  required  for  the  detection  or  control  of  infectious  disease. 

(c)  Ambulance  Facilities  : 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Association  and  British  Red  Cross 
Society  maintain  two  ambulances,  the  Council  providing  garage 
'accommodation  and  telephone  facilities.  There  are  now  two 
drivers  and  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year  had  under  con- 
sideration the  question  of  replacing  one  of  the  ambulances  for  the 
Association. 

(d)  Nursing  in  the  Home  : 

The  nursing  of  the  non-infectious  sick  is  carried  out  by  three 
Voluntary  District  Nursing  Associations. 

There  is  no  provision  for  the  home  nursing  of  the  infectious 

sick. 

An  emergency  scheme  was  arranged  for  home  nursing  and 
help  in  case  of  epidemics  but  it  was  not  required. 

(e)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  : 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : Infant  Welfare  Centres  are 
run  by  the  County  Council,  but  the  District  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  is  Clinical  Medical  Officer. 

The  centres  at'  Cheadle  and  Cheadle  Hulme  are  held  on 
alternate  Tuesdays,  the  centre  at  Adswood  on  the  1st  and  3rd 
Mondays.  There  is  a Toddlers’  Clinic  at  Cheadle  on  the  2nd 
Wednesday  in  each  month. 

The  Cheadle  Centre  is  very  crowded  and  a weekly  centre  is 
under  consideration. 

A centre  at  Heald  Green  is  also  desirable  and  a survey  is  at 
present  (July,  1946)  in  progress  to  find  the  number  of  mothers, 
who  would  support  it. 


The  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  is  at  Stockport  and  cases  for 
X-ray  are  sent  to  Altrincham. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinics  are  at  Altrincham  and  Alderley 
Edge. 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out  at  all  meetings  of 
the  Welfare  Centres  and  at  the  Schools.  Special  sessions  are  held 
for  Schick-testing. 

Venereal  Disease  Clinics  : Manchester  and  Stockport. 

(/)  Hospitals,  Public  and  Voluntary  : 

There  are  no  general  hospitals  either  public  or  voluntary  in 
the  district.  There  is  one  Mental  Hospital  under  the  control  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary.  There  is  also  the 
Barnes  Convalescent  Home  (at  present  used  as  an  orthopaedic 
hospital)  which  is  a branch  of  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary. 

The  voluntary  general  hospitals  serving  the  area  are  in 
Manchester,  Stockport  and  Salford.  The  County  Public  Health 
Hospital  is  at  Macclesfield.  Public  assistance  cases  are  admitted 
to  Stepping  Hill  Hospital,  Stockport. 

Maternity  cases  are  dealt  with  at  St.  Mary’s,  Manchester  ; 
Stepping  Hill,  Stockport  ; West  Park,  Macclesfield  ; and 
Southfields,  Bowdon. 

Brookfield,  presented  to  the  Council,  and  to  be  used  as  a 
maternity  home,  is  still  occupied  as  a remand  home.  The  need, 
for  more  maternity  accommodation  is  urgent. 

There  are  three  nursing  homes  in  the  area. 

SECTION  C : 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
(a)  Water  Supply  : — 

This  is  supplied  by  the  Stockport  Corporation  Water- 
Department.  The  supply  is  adequate  in  all  parts  of  the  district. 
A few  wells  are  still  in  use.  The  supply  is  constant  and  there  are^ 
only  two  houses  supplied  from  standpipes.  The  nature  of  the 
water  is  such  that  it  is  not  plumbo-solvent.  No  samples  have 
been  taken  by  this  Authority,  but  weekly  samples  are  taken  by 
the  Water  Department  and  have  been  satisfactory. 

{h)  Drainage  and  Sewerage  : — 

Since  1938  there  has  been  one  major  extension  of  sewerage- 
by  the  provision  of  a main  sewer  which  acts  as  a trunk  sewer 
for  the  district  and  also  collects  the  sewage  frorn  the  Bramhall 
and  Woodford  portion  of  the  Hazel  Grove  and  Bramhall  Urban^ 
District  and  the  Parish  of  Poynton  in  the  Macclesfield  Rural  Dis— 
tHct.  This  trunk  sewer  connects  with  the  Manchester  sewers.  . * 
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This  extension  is  of  great  value  as  it  has  resulted  in  the 
closing  of  two  small  sewage  disposal  works  which  discharged  into 
streams  passing  through  this  area. 

There  has  also  been  an  extension  in  connection  with  the 
K.A.F.  Sites  in  Hall  Moss  Lane. 

(c)  Public  Cleansing  : — 

This  department  is  in  the  charge  of  the  Cleansing  and  Salvage 
Officer.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  at  Gatley 
('arrs.  Salvage  is  now  collected  by  the  same  men  as  collect  the 
household  refuse. 

{(i)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  : — 

Herewith  is  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Annual  Report  : — 

CHEADLE  & GATLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

1.  Housing  and  Associated  Works  : — 

During  the  year  further  progress  was  made  with  Inspections 
under  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and  two  preliminary  reports  dealing 
with  1,112  houses  were  presented  to  your  Council. 

The  first  report  dealt  with  741  houses  other  than  Council 
houses  and  revealed  that  519  were  without  baths. 

One  house  was  found  to  be  overcrowded.  526  of  these 
houses  were  found  to  be  of  a type  which  would  require  considerable 
alteration  and  improvement  to  bring  them  up  to  a modern 
standard,  but  of  this  total  it  would  be  extremely  doubtful  if  the 
-existing  area  of  the  houses  would  permit  of  improvement  without 
the  sacrifice  of  other  accommodation. 

The  second  report  dealt  with  the  Council-owned  properties 
.and  was  the  result  of  a survey  made  with  a view  to  ascertaining 
the  number  of  occupants  in  the  houses.  Six  houses  were  found 
to  be  overcrowded,  a further  21  will  be  overcrowded  within  the 
terms  of  the  Act  in  the  course  of  the  next  year,  on  account  of  the 
advancing  age  of  the  children  resident.  The  following  table  gives 
the  position  relative  to  the  number  of  occupants  in  the  various 
types  of  houses  : — 

No.  of  persons  per  House  Total  Total 

Type  of  — No.  of  No.  of 

House  1 234567  89  10  11  persons  Houses 


1 Bedro  om  11  8 1 30  20 

2 14  5 3 36  13 

3 ..  7 65  89  86  45  23  16  4 3 2 ...  1302  340 

4 1 ...  2 1 1 37  5 


I'otal 
persons  ; 


19  154  285  360  225  150  112  32  27  30  1 


1405  378 


The  inspections  necessary,  consequent  upon  the  issue  of 
certificates  for  essential  repairs  under  Circular  2871,  were  further 
added  to  by  the  transfer  of  the  issue  of  Civil  Building  Licences 
to  the  local  authority.  In  all,  a total  of  369  licences — including 
certificates  of  essentiality — were  issued  during  the  year. 

2.  Infestation  Order  1943  : Rats  and  Mice  : — 

There  are  no  infestations  of  the  reservoir  or  major  t^^pe  in  the- 
area.  There  have  been  complaints  of  minor  infestations  and 
these  were  immediately  dealt  with. 

A 10  per  cent  test  of  the  sewers  in  the  area  was  made.  No 
bait  was  taken  from  any  of  the  baiting  points  and  the  sewers 
were  declared  to  be  free  from  infestation. 

3.  Shops  and  Food  Inspections  : — 

Regular  visits  have  been  made  to  the  shops  in  the  area. 
They  are  clean  and  well  kept.  The  following  summary  gives  the 
amount  of  foodstuffs  condemned  during  the  year  : — 

Assorted  Tinned  Goods — 42  tins  ; Fish — 138  lbs.  ; Bacon— 
98  lbs.  ; Butter — 77  lbs.  ; Jams — 31  lbs.  ; ^largarine — 48  lbs.  ; 
Beef — 100  lbs. 

T.  HAYES, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
STATISTICAL  RECORD  FOR  THE  YEAR  1945  : 


Nature  of  Inspection 

No.  of 
Visits 

of\ 
Defects  1 

Notices 

Served 

{Jnformal)  ] 
Complied 
with  ) 

Dwelling  Houses 

1490 

323 

131 

131 

Verminous  Premises 

12 

12 

— 

— 

Rats  Investigations  ... 

63 

— 

— 

— 

I^'actory  and  Worksfiops 

43 

1 

1 

1 

Bakehouses  ... 

24 

— 

— 

— 

F arms 

65 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies 

121 

— 

— 

— 

Schools. 

27 

— 

— 

— 

Shops,  etc. 

352 

— 

— 

— 

Infectious  Disease,  etc. — Visits 

473 

— 

— 

— 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ... 

154 

83 

27 

27 

Caravans  ...  ... 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous... 

(e)  Smoke  Abatement  : — 

596 

The  Council  has  joined  the  Regional  Smoke  Abatement 
Committee. 

(/)  Disinfestation  : — 

Two  houses  were  fuihigated  for  bugs  during  the  year. 

• No  council  houses  were  found  to  be  infested. 

Scabies — benzyl  benzoate  emulsion  was  issued  to  one  house- 
hold. Other  cases  were  notified  by  and  treated  at  the  Skin 
Hospital,  Manchester. 
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SECTION  D : HOUSING 
{(i)  Existing  Houses  : — 

'I'he  detailed  inspection  of  houses  in  preparation  for  action 
lias  continued  but  until  it  is  possible  to  re-house  tenants  of 
property  which  should  be  condemned,  no  further  action  appears 
possible.  Defects  have  been  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts.  The  total  number  of  house  inspections  during  the  year 
was  1 .490. 

(b)  New  Houses  : — 

At  the  end  of  1945  the  Council  had  approved  as  a first-year 
programme  the  construction  of  148  houses  at  Cheadle  and  had 
applied  for  fifty  temporary  houses  to  be  erected  on  a site  at 
Turves  Road.  Six  houses  had  been  erected  by  private  enterprise. 

SECTION  E : 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  : 

((/)  Milk  Supply  ; — 

The  following  are  the  results  of  the  examination  of  samples 
of  milk  taken  during  the  3^ear  : — 

Bacterial  Count  & Methylene 

B.  Coli  Blue  Phosphalase 

Satis-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Unsatis-  Satis-  Unsatis- 
Type  of  Milk  factory  factory  factory  factory  factory  factory 


Pasteuri.sed  : — 


Bottled 

12 

8 

5 

4 

13 

3 

Bulk  

0 

13 

0 

11 

10 

2 

Heat  Treated  Bottled 

4 

2 

1 • 

2 

3 

3 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 

0 

4 

0 

4 

— 

— 

These  results  are  not  good,  though  it  is  to  be  noted  that  so 
far  as  bulk  pasteurised  is  concerned,  it  is  practically  all  one 
firm’s  milk  and  their  plant  is  outside  this  district.  ,The  matter 
was  taken  up  with  the  authority  issuing  the  main  licence. 

In  the  case  of  T.T.  Milk,  the  bad  results  were  communicated 
to  the  licencing  authority.  Except  for  routine  samples  from"  the 
product  of  the  pasteurising  plant  licenced  in  this  district,  most 
samples  have  been  taken  as  a result  of  complaints. 

Designated  Milks:  Pasteurised: — ; v 

The  plant  licenced  in  the  district  gave  satisfactory  samples- 
consistently  and  the  firm  which  had  several  unsatisfactory' 
samples  improved  as  further  plant  had  been  installed. 

General  Remarks  : — 

The  rationalisation  scheme  of  deliveries  continues  and  I see 
no  reason  to  change  my  opinion  as  to  the  desirability  of  its  ter- 
mination, in  fact  it  is  strengthened  by  this  year’s  experience. 
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Another  matter  which  is  detrimental  to  the  proper  use  of  the 
milk  is  the  institution  by  many  milkmen  of  a milkless  day.  Under 
the  Milk-Testing  Scheme,  the  test  is  supposed  to  ensure  that  the 
milk  will  keep  fresh  until  the  next  day,  but  in  the  case  of  the 
milkless  day,  milk  has  to  be  retained  for  some  36/48  hours  in  the 
house,  and  the  bad  keeping  qualities  of  the  milk  as  shown  by  (5ur 
tests  does  not  permit  of  this  being  done,  and  consequently  much 
milk  becomes  sour  and  is  thereby  wasted.  It  is  especially 
important  that  this  milkless  day  is  enforced  against  persons, 
with  priority  milk. 

The  bad  keeping  quality  of  the  milk  also  aggravates  very 
much  the  position  of  the  single  person  dwelling  house,  such 
person  is  only  entitled  to  two  pints  per  week,  milk  retailers  allege- 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  provide  half-pint  bottles,  consequently 
they  only  make  two  deliveries  per  week,  one  pint  on  each  occasion. 
Again  milk  becomes  sour  before  being  used  and  is  wasted.  The 
milk  may  be  “ safe  " even  though  it  has  become  sour,  but  the 
public  in  this  country  consider  that  sour  milk  is  not  a satisfactory 
article  of  food. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods  : — 

No  animals  are  now  slaughtered  in  the  district  except  in  cas& 
of  emergency — all  the  meat  coming  from  the  Manchester 
abattoirs. 

(c)  Adulteration  : — 

This  work  is  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council  and  I 
am  indebted  to  the  District  Inspector  for  the  following 
information  : — 


. Baking  Powder 

T aken 

1 

Reported  against 

Beer 

2 

- — 

Castor  Oil  B.P 

2 

— 

Epsom  Salts 

1 

— 

. Forcemeat 

1 

— 

Golden  Raising  Powder  ... 

1 

— 

Glycerine  ... 

4 

— 

Milks  

39 

2 

Sausages  ... 

5 

— 

Vinegar 

1 

— • 

57 

2 

R§nbrted  Against  : — 

Sample  No.  3708  : Milk — 22.3%  deficient  in  fat.  Prosecuted, 
and  fined  £2  2s.  Od.  and  4s.  Od.  costs.  Sample  No.  3718  : Milk — 
8.3%  deficient  in  fat.  Cautioned  28th  February,  1945. 
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SECTION  F : PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


(ii)  General  : — 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  each  disease 
notified  during  each  of  the  seven  years  : — 


1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1913 

1944 

1945 

Smallpo.x 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

24 

17 

22 

94 

107 

88 

54 

Diphtheria 

ICnteric  Fev’er  (including 

29 

31 

20 

22 

24 

19 

4 

Paratyphoid) 

- — 

2 

4 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

9 

4 

2 

6 

6 

1 

5 

.\cute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— - 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

Pneumonia 

14 

IS 

19 

22 

19 

16 

15 

Icpidemic  Meningitis  ... 

— 

2 

8 

4 

— 

1 

— 

.\cute  Polio-encephalitis 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrevia 

6 

2 

1 

6 

5 

1 

3 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

-- 

L 

9 

S 

Measles  ... 

1* 

621 

260 

269 

127 

303 

275 

Whooping  Cough 

1* 

85 

80 

11 

71 

33 

54 

Total 

85 

785 

417 

438 

359 

471 

415 

* Not  notifiable  till  October,  1939 

The  figures  for  1944  and  1945  are  those  after  correction  of  the 
diagnoses  either  by  the  hospital  medical  officer  or  by  the  attendant 
medical  practitioner.  The  figures  for  previous  years  are  as  origin- 
ally notified. 

Diphtheria  : — 

The  four  cases  of  diphtheria  had  all  been  immunised  but 
v\’ere  so  mild  that  in  three  cases  the  throat  was  clear  before 
admission  to  hospital  and  without  specific  treatment. 

Scarlet  Fever  : — 

There  was  no  defined  outbreak  of  this  disease.  The  policy 
is  to  nurse  these  cases  at  home  wherever  possible. 

Dysentery  : — 

The  five  cases  were  all  of  the  Sonne  type  and  the  cases  were 
mild.  They  were  all  found  in  connection  with  outbreaks  in  other 
districts.  

Puerperal  Pyrexia  : — 

None  of  the  cases  proved  to  be  puerperal  sepsis. 

None  of  the  other  diseases  calls  for  comment.  • 

Disinfection  : — 

Terminal  disinfection  by  formalin  has-i>e^n  abandoned  for 
the  common  infectious  diseases  and  reliance  placed  on  soa|PE*' 
and  water  " cleanliness. 
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b)  Tuberculosis  : — 

The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  and  mortality  from, 
this  disease  : — 


Pulmonary  : — 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

New  Cases  (i.e..  Primary 
notifications  including 
armed  forces  dis- 

charges) 

. 16 

15 

16 

12 

15 

23 

9 

Deaths 

..  12 

8 

12 

6 

7 

9 

12 

Non-Pulmonary  : — 

New  Cases  (as  above)  ... 

5 

4 

1 

6 

6 

5 

3 

Deaths  ... 

2 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

(c)  Laboratory  Examinations, 

Diphtheria  : 1939  1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

Positive 

11 

16 

19 

13 

19 

5 

3: 

Negative 

335 

87 

145 

144 

109 

74 

57 

Virulence  Tests  : 

Positive 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Negative  ... 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

Haemolytic  Streptococci 
Positive 

6 

j 

2 

0 

1 

8 

1 

Negative 

2 

4 

0 

0 

9 

23 

7 

Blood  Cultures  : 

Positive 

0 

1 

1 

0 

' 0 

0 

0 

Negative 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Agglutination  : 

Positive 

. 0 

1 

3 

6 

1 

1 

0 

Negative  ... 

8 

5 

10 

5 

8 

3 

3 

F ae  ces  : . ■ : 

Positive 

. 0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Negative  ... 

. 0 

4 

7 

1 

4 

1 

12: 

Urine:  . • 

Positive  .J, 

. ^ d 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

a- 

Negative 

. 0 

5 

' 2’' 

0 

0 

0 

Other  examinations  : 
Positive  ...  ; 

. 0 

1 

d 

' ■ -1 

0 

0 

Negative 

. 2 

0 

7 

2 

0 

0 

3 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  : 
Positive  ...  ...  10 

9 

10 

6 

6 

8 

13 

Negative  ... 

. 63 

77 

69 

73 

68 

66 

69-' 
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{(/)  Active  Immunisation  : — 

(i)  Diphtheria.  The  scheme  commenced  in  1936  and  the 
attached  table  sliows  how  the  number  of  immunisations  lias 
progressed  since  that  date.  As  I have  reported  several  times 
on  the  history  of  tlie  scheme  I would  merely  state  that  the 
notes  at  the  foot  of  the  table  show  steps  in  the  publicity  and 
facilities  given,  and  tlie  results  of  each. 

A survey  in  1943  showed  that  65%  of  the  children  under 
5 years  of  age  had  been  immunised  and  92%  of  children  5 to  14 
years  of  age.  The  proportion  of  children  of  immunisable  ages 
(i.e.,  over  1 year  and  under  15),  immunised  was  86%.  Enquiries 
made  show  that  this  proportion  is  probably  being  maintained. 
Re-immunisation  is  being  offered  at  the  schools  and  Schick- 
Testing  done  on  request. 

(ii)  Measles.  The  Council  undertook  to  supply  placental 
globulins,  but  no  requests  have  been  received. 

SECTION  G : 

PROVISION  OF  INSULIN 

Since  this  scheme  was  inaugurated  there  have  only  been  two 
requests  and  only  one  person  is  at  present  being  supplied. 
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Ageinyears^ 
on  31  St  Dec. 

of  the 
correspond- 
ing year 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
CHEADLE  & GATLEY  U.D. 

Persons  inoculated  each  year 
from  193ft--1945 


0... 

Notes 

1936 

(1) 

1937 

(2)  i 1 

1938  11939; 

1940 

(3) 

1941 

(4)  1 

1942' 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1 

3 

^ 7 

i 

14 

18 

4 

5 

1 « 

Total  inoculated 
aged  under  five 
years  on  31st 
December,  1945 

1,064 

1... 

24 

11 

47 

77 

141 

169 

' 212 

193 

247 

2... 

38 

16 

55 

41 

151 

j 115 

50 

49 

70 

3... 

39 

12 

40 

34 

140 

j 74 

27 

9 

11 

4... 

32 

16 

38 

28 

138 

74 

19 

6 

5 

5... 

1 

43 

19 

50 

14 

120 

63 

21 

7 

8 

Total  inoculated 
aged  5 — 14  yrs. 

on 

31st  December, 
1945 

2,933 

6... 

57 

17 

57 

19 

154 

41 

,4 

4 

1 

7... 

42 

10 

40 

19 

131 

21 

18 

2 

1 

8... 

39 

i " 

43 

14 

124 

19 

8 

4 

2 

9... 

41 

18  37 

12 

103 

15 

12 

0 

0 

10... 

20 

12  50 

9 

no 

18 

6 

5 

2 

11... 

18 

2 

47 

9 j 117 

i 

H 

4 

3 

0 

12... 

15 

1 3 

1 

40 

10 

94 

17 

7 

3 

0 

13  ... 

20 

2 

15 

i 

8 

127 

13 

5 

9 

2 

14... 

11 

4 

14 

1 

25 

7 

4 

3 

0 

15  and  over 

10 

2 

1 

1 

25 

1 

9 

9 

5 

! 

0 1 

Total  inoculated 
aged  1 5 years 
and  over  on  31st 
Dec.,  1945 

972 

Total  each 

year 

1 

450 

i 

156  1 

601 

303 

1698 

684 

416 

302  , 358 

Grand  Total 
1936-45  4969 

Notes  : — 

(1)  A circular  recommending  immunisation  was  delivered  at  every  house  and  prophy- 
llatic  supplied  to  private  practitioners. 

(2)  Free  immunisation  at  special  clinics  (December,  1938)  and  Welfare  Centres 
(May,  1939). 

(3)  Immunisation  at  schools. 

(4)  Visiting  at  houses  following  survey  of  food  cards. 

(In  calculating  the  totals  at  the  end  of  1945  no  account  is  taken 
of  deaths  which  may  have  occurred  since  immunisation). 
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Deaths  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1939 


Causes  of  Death 

M.  1 

F. 

1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

2 Measles... 

3 Scarlet  Fever  ... 

4 Whooping  Cough 

1 

5 Diphtheria 

(S  Influenza 

1 

5 

7 Encephalitis  Lethargica 

8 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

9 Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

”8 

4 

10  Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

11  Syphilis 

1 

12  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  etc. 

13  Cancer  ... 

27 

22 

14  Diabetes 

i I 

2 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

5 

8 

16  Heart  Disease  ... 

44 

46 

17  Aneurysm 

1 

18  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

12 

15 

19  Bronchitis 

3 

20.  Pneumonia 

*6 

9 

21  Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

3 

2 

22  Peptic  Ulcer  ... 

3 

1 

23  - Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

1 1 

24  Appendicitis 

2 ■ 

25  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

. 26  Other  Liver  Diseases  ... 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases 

5' 

28  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

3 

2 

29  Puerperal  Sepsis 

30  Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

3 

31  Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  etc. 

14 

11 

32  Senility 

2 

6 

33  Suicide 

2 

1 4 

34  Other  violence 

5 

1 8 

. 35  Other  defined  Causes  ... 

9 

8 

36  111  Defined  Causes  or  Not  Known  ... 

i ' 

j All  Causes  ... 

150 

168 

i •. 

Note, — The  numbers  on  the  left  refer  to  the  Registrar  General’s  Short 
List  based  on  the  Fourth  (1929)  Revision  of  the  International 
List  of  Causes  of  Death. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  (1940-45) 


No. 

Cause  of  Death 

1940 

M F 

1941 

M F 

1942 

M F 

1943 

M F 

19 

M 

44 

F 

1945 

M F 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratj'phoid  fevers 

j 

o 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

J 

j 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  

i 

4 

\Miooping  cough  

1 

1 

j 

5 

Diphtheria  

3 

1 

1 

1 

! 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  s\'stem... 

5 

3 

6 

6 

4 

2 

3 

4 

4 

1 

9 3 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  

1 

2 

1 

i 

8 

S>T)hilitic  diseases  

2 

i! 

1 

3 

l'  ... 

9 

Influenza  

2 

7 

2 

! 

3 

6 

10 

3 

3 

ll  2 

10 

Measles 

i 

1 

11 

Acute  poliomyelitis  & polioencephalitis 

1 

l’ 

i 

12 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis  

1 

1 

1 

ll  ... 

13 

Cancer  of  buccal  ca\'ity  and  oesopha 

i 

j 

i 

1 

gus  (M)  Cancer  of  uterus  (F) 

1 

2 

' 2 

4 

4 

2 

1 

l'  1 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  ... 

6 

6 

2 

3 

5 

3 

1 

4 

4 

i 6 

s;  2 

15 

Cancer  of  breast  

3 

5 

...  j 

i 4 

7 

1 

8 

...'  4 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

12 

13 

17 

20 

13 

15 

17 

15 

18 

1 22 

19;  19 

17 

Diabetes  

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! 2 

18 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  

9 

13 

8 

14 

15 

15 

21 

12 

22 

8*  28 

19 

Heart  disease  

31 

41 

30 

34 

28 

34 

34 

48 

43 

! 39 

40'  43 

20 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system... 

7 

9 

8 

9 

2 

5 

3 

6 

3 

i 2 

4 6 

21 

Bronchitis  

14 

5 

14 

7 

7 

. 6 

6 

7 

11 

1 9 

10,  9 

22 

Pneumonia 

9 

11 

10 

1 7 

6 

■ 6 

6 

8 

8 

1 

3*  4 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

3 

4 

2 

! 3 

' 2 

3 

3 

1 

2 

3 2 

24 

Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

1 1 

1 

i 

1 

4 

2 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

, 1 

1 1 

26 

Appendicitis  

1 

i 

1 

I 3 

1 

2 

1 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases  

1 

3 

5 

, 2 

2 

i ® 

5 

2 

2 

...  6 

28 

Nephritis  

5 

3 

6 

i 5 

2 

j ® 

3 

3 

3 

j 1 

5 ... 

29 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis... 

— 

1 

1 ... 

— 

, ... 

1 

1 ••• 

— ... 

30 

Other  maternal  causes  

— 

1 

2 

— 

I 

[ ... 

1 

— ... 

31 

Premature  birth  

5 

2 

4 

1 1 

3 

• 2 

7 

3 

3 

1 

4 2 

32 

Congenital  malformation,  birth 

i 

! 

; 

injury,  infantile  diseases  

5 

: 4 

3 

7 

3 

4 

2 

4 

■ 3 

2 1 

33 

Suicide 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

! ... 

3 2 

34 

Road  traffic  accidents  

3 

! 1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

|... 

5 ... 

35 

Other  violent  causes 

3 

! 5 

5 

4 

4 

1 

2 

4 

5 

li  ... 

36 

All  other  causes 

15 

iu 

20 

17 

12 

18 

14 

20 

12 

15 

14!  22 

All  causes 

144 

jl55 

151 

159 

! 

124 

147 

139 

jl75 

150 

|l41 

14ojl59 

Note. — ^The  number  given  refers  to  the  Registrar  General's  Short  List  based 
on  the  fifth  (1938)  Revision  of  the  International  List  of  Causes  of 
Death. 
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